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A non-profit bureau of information providing authentic, reliable datato the
genera public and the mining industry of Eastern British Columbia
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NEWSLETTER

Note: The views of contributors to this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the Chamber
April 2005

PRESIDENT S REPORT by Al Gerun

Saturday March 12" was a big day for activities for our chamber which included a liability and bonding
workshop in the morning, a provincia activity update and Forum in the afternoon and our annual Banquet in the
evening.

The morning session was a closed workshop where representatives from a cross section of the mining Industry
sat down with Bureaucrats, Geoff Freer (Assistant Deputy Minister), Fred Hermann (Chief Inspector of Mines),
and Dave Lefebure (Chief Geologist) to discuss Liability, Bonding and other issues. Therewas, | felt, very open
and honest exchange of problems, proposed solutions and the background information surrounding each issue.
The meeting was the most [transparentJthat | have ever witnessed. All the topics discussed need further work
in order to formulate some remediation plan and a workshop has been proposed for this next fal be held in
Nelson. A summary of the topics discussed included:

1. Liability; a) assumed or not assumed by staking a mineral clam. People have a genera lack of
knowledge about this, b) arising out of Acid Rock Drainage and c) already present on mineral properties, such
as old workings which includes shafts, adits, dumps and tailings ponds.

2. Therole of the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) and realization how powerful this piece of
legidlation is.

3. Bonding; Looking at other ways to do it and the many issues that are involved.

4. Cutting timber during work programs and looking at increasing the flexibility around cutting issues.

5. Regiona Disgtricts; Another level of government, which is often anti-mining, but at the same time
close to the people. The Regional District Directors do not have the research capabilities and access to pertinent
facts relating to the issues. Remember the final approval of large projects rests with the Regional Districts. A
good example is the Jumbo Pass Project here in our back yard!

The afternoon Forum was lead off with the Honorable Pat Belll$ summary of the past years mining
activities around BC such as the coa projects, Gibralter, Mount Polly, Wolverine, Mount Milligan and the
Barrick Gold-Rimfire project. These are al instances of mgor mining companies returning to BC to develop
advanced projects. The Government has refocused on geoscience and has allotted $25 million towards a new
Geoscience Centre and field related projects. The newly created Mining Plan was implemented and is being
added to. Flow Through Financing has been extended until 2008. All these things were mentioned along with
the fact that metal prices are strong and there is no indication that supply will catch up to demand in the near
future. Regularity reform has only started in order to make the mining industry function properly and some
progress has been made, however, there is a long way to go in order to get the Industry running efficiently.
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Minister Bell drew attention to Action Step 18 of the
Mining Plan where there is a step in progress to
harmonize Federal and Provincia fisheries regulations
so the Provincial Agencies will be able to relieve the
industry from having to deal with the DFO. He aso
mentioned that the Province has progressed in the
Fraser Institute ratings from the bottom to near the top
one third and predicted that in ayear we will bein the
upper half in the rating. The single window G|oba| solutions.

application was talked about and should be ready in /A\ | d . ingti
about one year. Permitting flexibility with regards to pplied imagination.

Local service

the size and direction of work and timber cutting was . . )
discussed in order to conduct work within a shorter AMEC is a leading provider
time frame. Reform with respect to fees was of services and engineering
discussed and the Ministry is looking at this to see solutions for mining & metals,
how fees relate in competitiveness with respect to power, infrastructure, pulp &
other provinces and jurisdictions. High recording fees paper, and earth &

are in some cases a disincentive to record vauable

data. The problems with regards to recording work on environmental projects

and around crown grants was mentioned and the Contact us at:
Ministry will look into remeditating these problems. 1385 Cedar Avenue, Trail, BC V1R 4CX3
Scanning of assessment reports is progressing, which Tel (250) 368-2400 Fax (250) 368-2401
wasisagreat asset to exploration research. www.amec.com

Our Banquet on Saturday night was not quite
as well attended as we had hoped (65 attendees), but
turned out to be quite an entertaining evening and | would like to acknowledge the speakers who contributed to
making it a fun evening. My thanks to Barb Henry for her Gold Commissioner[s stats report, Blair Suffredine
for his encouraging address along with the $10,000 cheque from the Ministry, Dave Grieve for his report on the
Mining activities in our area, John Chapman for the update on the Willa and Goldstream Projects and especialy
Minister Pat Bell for his encouraging account of the activities of his Ministry. Special thanks to Reo Rochel eau
for a auctioneering job well done which brought in $1,800 much appreciated dollars for the Chamber. Also not
to forget, a specia thanksto al the people and who donated items to be auctioned.

The whole day was truly a special event and | want to stress how much the events mean to our members
who attended the Morning Meeting, the afternoon Forum and the Banquet. In closing, | would like to express
our gratitude to Minister Bell, Geoff Freer, Dave Lefebure, Fred Hermann and Dave Grieve, along with John
Chapman who all traveled along way to participate in a memorable event.

MINING/EXPLORATION NEWS IN B.C.

EXCERPTS FROM COMPANY NEWS RELEASES

Eagle Plains Commences Diamond Drilling on Iron Range

l“EE\AG. LE PLAINS Project, Completes Abo Drill Program. Cranbrook, B.C. March
. 28, 2005: Eagle Plains Resources Ltd. (EPL:TSX-V) has
_— commenced a three-hole, 3500Cdiamond drilling program on the Iron
Range project located in the Goat River area 15km NE of Creston, B.C.. Drilling activity is a continuation of
work commenced late in 2004 that was interrupted by winter weather conditions (see NR November16, 2004).
The property consists of 191 units (11,540 acres) owned 100% by Eagle Plains and holds no underlying

MINING: GOOD NEIGHBOUR AND PROVIDER TO THE WORLD




Page 3 of 8
royalties or encumbrances. The claims are well situated with respect to infrastructure, with a high pressure gas
pipeline, high voltage hydro-electric line, railway and major highway located within property boundaries.

The Iron Range deposits were originally staked in 1897 and were covered by Crown Grants held by Cominco
Ltd. and the Canadian Pacific Railway. Past work on the Iron Range deposit by Cominco focused on the
considerable iron oxide resource with trenching and very shallow (20m depth) diamond drilling along the Iron
Range Mountain ridge. Eagle Plains Resources Ltd. staked the current claims immediately after the Crown
Grantsreverted in 2000. Moreat http://www.eagleplains.ca/

Vancouver, B.C. March 29, 2005 Sullivan Deeps Project: Drilling Update. Stikine
Gold Corporation ("Stikine") announces that diamond drill holes SD2 and wedge hole
SD1-A at the Sullivan Deeps Project have both reached an important milestone horizon;
the "Hiawatha' marker. The Hiawatha marker is a thick sequence of unique sedimentary
marker rocks located stratigraphically 450 to 550 m (1,476 to 1,804 ft) above "Sullivan-time" where the famous
Sullivan deposit occurs.

During its one hundred years in operation, the

historic Sullivan Mine established thriving "s ra ne
communities at Kimberley and Trall, British -

Columbia, employed four generations of miners and o

produced almost 35 billion pounds of zinc and lead, '

and more than 285 million ounces of silver.

Stikine's SD2 drill hole is targeting an area
approximately 5 km (3 mi) north of the Sullivan
Mine and 1.3 km (0.8 mi) north-east of the
Company's 2004 discovery drill hole named 'SD1'.
That hole successfully intersected Sullivan-style

massive and laminated sedimentary exhalative

("SEDEX") sulphides at Sullivan-time (e kY J| The best jobs and people are
#21-04 press release dated October 1, 2004). While fjnever advertised... until now!

providing invaluable geological guidance, previous W Geologists, Drillers, Students, Geo-techs & more
drilling by Cominco is now demonstrated to have

been located too far to the west of the current target. Goto: www.bushrat.net
When completed to target depth, SD2 will be the
eastern-most hole drilled to 'Sullivan-time” and is W Jobseekers: post your resume on ourwebsite
planned to intersect near the interpreted centre of the for employers to browse
mineralized corridor that also hosts the historic
Stemwinder, Northstar, and Sullivan mines.
http://www.stikinegold.com/s/NewsRel eases.asp

Employers: browse the resumes or post a job
opening on our website

(SUL-TSX) has recently received a report

that suggests its Jersey-Emerald Property

in southeastern British Columbia holds the mineral rights to a potentially large porphyry molybdenum

deposit. The molybdenum mineralization was originally identified in historic underground workings
and diamond drill holes at the former Emerald Tungsten Mine, which was Canada's second largest tungsten
producer. Historic mine records show that the mineralization was encountered within an area measuring 700
metres by 300 metres and remains open in all directions.  www.sultanminerals.com

Q March 02, 2005 Sultan Minerals Inc. New Iistings are totaIIy FREE!
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Mar 16, 2005 Copper Ridge to Drill Lucky Joe Cu-Au Deposit Vancouver, BC,
March 16, 2005 - Copper Ridge Explorations Inc. ("Copper Ridge") is pleased to report
that Kennecott Canada Exploration Inc. ("Kennecott"), a Canadian subsidiary of Rio Tinto
plc has requested that Copper Ridge be the operator of this summer's drill program at its
Lucky Joe copper-gold project, near Dawson City, Yukon. The Company expects the Phase | drill program to
include approximately 1,200 m in four to five holes, commencing about June 15, 2005. The drilling will be
financed by Kennecott.
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852 East Hastings St., Vancouver, BC
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Tel: 1 604 253 3158 Fac 1 604 253 1716
e-mall: Info@acmelab.com

ASSAYING AND GEOCHEMICAL ANALYSES

March 16, 2005 [Northgate Minerals Corporation (TSX: NGX; AMEX:
_ NXG) is pleased to announce that the Canadian Environmental Assessment
Agency (Federal) and the British Columbia Environmental Assessment Office

(Provincial) have formally initiated the Kemess North environmental review process with the release on
Monday March 14th, 2005 of the draft agreement for the establishment of a joint environmental review panel.
After a 30-day public comment period, the agreement will be finalized and executed and the joint environmental
assessment process will begin.

Moreat: www.northgateexploration.ca

= March 30, 2005 Orphan Boy acquires Cottonbelt: Broken Hill Type Sedex Target. Orphan
(), P ,r; P78 Boy Resources Inc., the (Company[] of Vancouver, British Columbiais pleased to announce the

fy:) acquisition by cell staking of 1,570 hectares of minera property adjacent the historical
So Y

Cottonbelt lead + zinc occurrence. The property is located approximately 70km northwest of the
City of Revelstoke, British Columbia.

The capsule description of geological characteristics from the BC Geologica Survey Minfile provides the
following profile of the Cottonbelt mineralization: [Previous observations refer to the distinct similarities
between the Cottonbelt and the famous world class Broken Hill lead, zinc deposit of Australiall

Moreat: http://www.orphanboy.com/
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Ca W G S WV I ey e N N
OBITUARY: ROBERT L. (BOB) HAWES

It is with sad regrets that | pass on the news that Robert L. Hawes, (Bob
Hawes) of Creston, suffered a fatal heart attack on April 10th, 2005. Bob
was a long time resident of the Kootenays growing up in Ainsworth. His
dad and uncle, (Tom & Joe Hawes) were both long time miners in the
Ainsworth area, and Bob got the mining "bug" at an early age working
with his Dad in many of the local mines reclaiming ore dumps and pulling
pillars out of stopes and drifts. After a long stint in the Canadian Forces,
(RCAF) Bob re-commenced his prospecting and mining exploration in the
Kootenays. Staking claims and climbing mountains became a way of life for him. He worked long
hours opening, and maintaining many trails and roads in the area. His vast knowledge of forgotten
names, trails, mines, and roads were a boon to many, including large companies who would seek
him out for information!

He always kept a low profile, and was an unassuming, self-determined individual who strongly
believed in helping people without any expectation of payment. Somewhat akin to the famous
English bulldog, Bob would not let go of any situation where he felt an injustice had occurred. His
last battle concerning disputed rights to one of his mineral claims, with a property owner, was won
with flying colors because of his sheer tenacity, and a "never giving up" attitude. By using proper
government channels, (that seem so cluttered with red tape) he correctly attacked any problems
encountered, no matter how long it took!

He will be sadly missed by all of the communities where he gave countless hours of hard work to
sustain many necessary projects that he believed in. We will also miss his natural character and
dedication to the continued existence of the mining industry.

Submitted by Kirby Hawes
T G oS W v I e e L N
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